The Gospel of John
A True Story/My Story

(week 3)

1. Begin with prayer. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you clarity as you read.
2. Then with pen in hand, begin to mark it up and write thoughts and questions in the
margin.
3. After spending time reading, underlining, circling, and making notes, answer the
questions for each passage.

Use the following questions to guide your time in the Word:
Before you read and meditate upon each passage, ask God to help you to know Jesus.
A. What does this teach me about Jesus (His message, His values, what He is passionate
about)?
B. How does this knowledge challenge, change, and/or inspire me (in my beliefs, in my
actions)? How is this knowledge affecting my story?
C. Who is God calling me to share this knowledge with today (in word and/or deed)?
DAY 1
John 4:43-54New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
Jesus Heals an Official’s Son
43 After the two days, Jesus left for Galilee. 44 He himself had pointed out that a prophet is not
respected in his own country. 45 When he arrived in Galilee, the people living there welcomed
him. They had seen everything he had done in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast. That was
because they had also been there.
46 Once more, Jesus visited Cana in Galilee. Cana is where he had turned the water into wine.
A royal official was there. His son was sick in bed at Capernaum. 47 The official heard that
Jesus had arrived in Galilee from Judea. So he went to Jesus and begged him to come and
heal his son. The boy was close to death.
48 Jesus told him, “You people will never believe unless you see signs and wonders.”
49 The royal official said, “Sir, come down before my child dies.”
50 “Go,” Jesus replied. “Your son will live.”
The man believed what Jesus said, and so he left. 51 While he was still on his way home, his
slaves met him. They gave him the news that his boy was living. 52 He asked what time his son
got better. They said to him, “Yesterday, at one o’clock in the afternoon, the fever left him.”
53 Then the father realized what had happened. That was the exact time Jesus had said to him,
“Your son will live.” So he and his whole family became believers.
54 This was the second sign that Jesus did after coming from Judea to Galilee.

Day 2
John 5:1-15New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
Jesus Heals a Man at the Pool
5 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for one of the Jewish feasts. 2 In Jerusalem
near the Sheep Gate is a pool. In the Aramaic language it is called Bethesda. It is surrounded
by five rows of columns with a roof over them. 3-4 Here a great number of disabled people used
to lie down. Among them were those who were blind, those who could not walk, and those who
could hardly move. 5 One person was there who had not been able to walk for 38 years. 6
Jesus saw him lying there. He knew that the man had been in that condition for a long time. So
he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
7 “Sir,” the disabled man replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when an angel stirs up
the water. I try to get in, but someone else always goes down ahead of me.”
8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 The man was healed right
away. He picked up his mat and walked.
This happened on a Sabbath day. 10 So the Jewish leaders said to the man who had been
healed, “It is the Sabbath day. The law does not allow you to carry your mat.”
11 But he replied, “The one who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’ ”
12 They asked him, “Who is this fellow? Who told you to pick it up and walk?”
13 The one who was healed had no idea who it was. Jesus had slipped away into the crowd
that was there.
14 Later Jesus found him at the temple. Jesus said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop
sinning, or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away. He told the Jewish
leaders it was Jesus who had made him well.

Days 3
John 5:16-30New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
The Authority of the Son
16 Jesus was doing these things on the Sabbath day. So the Jewish leaders began to oppose
him. 17 Jesus defended himself. He said to them, “My Father is always doing his work. He is
working right up to this day. I am working too.” 18 For this reason the Jewish leaders tried even
harder to kill him. According to them, Jesus was not only breaking the law of the Sabbath day.
He was even calling God his own Father. He was making himself equal with God.
19 Jesus answered, “What I’m about to tell you is true. The Son can do nothing by himself. He
can do only what he sees his Father doing. What the Father does, the Son also does. 20 This is
because the Father loves the Son. The Father shows him everything he does. Yes, and the
Father will show the Son even greater works than these. And you will be amazed. 21 The
Father raises the dead and gives them life. In the same way, the Son gives life to anyone he
wants to. 22 Also, the Father does not judge anyone. He has given the Son the task of judging.
23 Then all people will honor the Son just as they honor the Father. Whoever does not honor
the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him.
24 “What I’m about to tell you is true. Anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life. They will not be judged. They have crossed over from death to life. 25 What
I’m about to tell you is true. A time is coming for me to give life. In fact, it has already begun. The
dead will hear the voice of the Son of God. Those who hear it will live. 26 The Father has life in
himself. He has allowed the Son also to have life in himself. 27 And the Father has given him
the authority to judge. This is because he is the Son of Man.
28 “Do not be amazed at this. A time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his
voice. 29 They will all come out of their graves. People who have done what is good will rise
and live again. People who have done what is evil will rise and be found guilty. 30 I can do
nothing by myself. I judge only as I hear. And my judging is fair. I do not try to please myself. I
try to please the one who sent me.

Day 4
John 5:31-47New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
Being a Witness About Jesus
31 “If I am a witness about myself, what I say is not true. 32 There is someone else who is a
witness in my favor. And I know that what he says about me is true.
33 “You have sent people to John the Baptist. He has been a witness to the truth. 34 I do not
accept what a person says. I only talk about what John says so that you can be saved. 35 John
was like a lamp that burned and gave light. For a while you chose to enjoy his light.
36 “What I say about myself is more important than what John says about me. I am doing the
works the Father gave me to finish. These works are a witness that the Father has sent me. 37
The Father who sent me is himself a witness about me. You have never heard his voice. You
have never seen what he really looks like. 38 And his word does not live in you. That’s because
you do not believe the one he sent. 39 You study the Scriptures carefully. You study them
because you think they will give you eternal life. The Scriptures you study are a witness about
me. 40 But you refuse to come to me and receive life.
41 “I do not accept praise from human beings. 42 But I know you. I know that you do not have
love for God in your hearts. 43 I have come in my Father’s name, and you do not accept me.
But if someone else comes in his own name, you will accept him. 44 You accept praise from
one another. But you do not seek the praise that comes from the only God. So how can you
believe?
45 “Do not think I will bring charges against you in front of the Father. Moses is the one who
does that. And he is the one you build your hopes on. 46 Do you believe Moses? Then you
should believe me. He wrote about me. 47 But you do not believe what he wrote. So how are
you going to believe what I say?”

Day 5
John 6:1-15New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
6 Some time after this, Jesus crossed over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. It is also
called the Sea of Tiberias. 2 A large crowd of people followed him. They had seen the signs he
had done by healing sick people. 3 Then Jesus went up on a mountainside. There he sat down
with his disciples. 4 The Jewish Passover Feast was near.
5 Jesus looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him. So he said to Philip, “Where can
we buy bread for these people to eat?” 6 He asked this only to test Philip. He already knew what
he was going to do.
7 Philip answered him, “Suppose we were able to buy enough bread for each person to have
just a bite. That would take more than half a year’s pay!”
8 Another of his disciples spoke up. It was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He said, 9 “Here is a
boy with five small loaves of barley bread. He also has two small fish. But how far will that go in
such a large crowd?”
10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat
down. About 5,000 men were there. 11 Then Jesus took the loaves and gave thanks. He
handed out the bread to those who were seated. He gave them as much as they wanted. And
he did the same with the fish.
12 When all of them had enough to eat, Jesus spoke to his disciples. “Gather the leftover
pieces,” he said. “Don’t waste anything.” 13 So they gathered what was left over from the five
barley loaves. They filled 12 baskets with the pieces left by those who had eaten.
14 The people saw the sign that Jesus did. Then they began to say, “This must be the Prophet
who is supposed to come into the world.” 15 But Jesus knew that they planned to come and
force him to be their king. So he went away again to a mountain by himself.
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